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Smash and Grab

Click on image to start video




Theft from Automobiles Can 
Happen ANYWHERE

•Thefts from vehicles occur in every 
state, every city, every neighborhood.

•No neighborhood is 100% safe.



Facts about Theft From Autos

Typically, a theft from auto occurs once 
every…

Thefts from autos account for…
of all thefts in the region.



Facts about Theft From Autos

Most common stolen property…GPS
In an average day 14 vehicles are broken into
Number of victims in 2008…5474
Cost estimate to victim…financial, 
inconvenience
Cost estimate to the Police Department
This is a crime that can be controlled





Goals

Educate public (crime of opportunity)
Elevate awareness
Target harden 
Deter offenders
Reduce victimization



Public Education Strategy

Distribute flyers
Targeted Mailings
Continue education at community forums
Public Service Announcements
Web Based Services
Community volunteers and stakeholders 
assisting





Police Strategies

Target fencing operations
Focused Patrols/ Walking/Bike/Covert
Investigators dispatched on all cases where 
viable evidence is suspected
Targeting Repeat Offenders
Use “bait cars”
Track stolen goods
Monitor scrap yards for catalytic converters



If we work together, as a 
team, we CAN minimize 

this problem!


	Theft From Autos�Public Awareness Campaign
	Slide Number 2
	Theft from Automobiles Can Happen ANYWHERE
	Facts about Theft From Autos
	Facts about Theft From Autos
	Slide Number 6
	Goals
	Public Education Strategy
	Slide Number 9
	Police Strategies
	If we work together, as a team, we CAN minimize this problem!

